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Newly named American Heart Association 
Heart Ball Chair keen to make a difference
FRESNO – Elaine Genevro, Senior Vice President and Market President for Union Bank in Central California, has been named Chair of the American Heart Association’s (AHA) Central Valley Heart Ball. The exclusive event will be held at Weber BMW in Fresno on May 15, 2010.

Now on its 19th year, the Central Valley Heart Ball will shine the spotlight the American Heart Association’s research efforts in the area of congenital heart defects. About 36,000 children are born with a heart defect each year. The American Heart Association invested more than $11 million on pediatric heart research last year and funded nearly 500 pediatric research studies nationwide from 2000 through 2008. Funds raised from the event will benefit pediatric heart research and other heart and stroke studies, as well as public and professional education programs. 
“Through its research efforts the American Heart Association has saved many young lives and given countless families hope for the future,” said Genevro. “As Heart Ball chair, I’m committed to help the AHA continue its work of finding the causes and possible cures for pediatric heart defects so that no family will have to live with the heartache of seeing their child suffer from heart disease.” 
Genevro brings a wealth of experience and volunteer service to her position as Heart Ball Chair. She offers many years of professional experience and, as a volunteer, she serves on boards of several community organizations, including the Advisory Council for Children’s Hospital Central California, Meals on Wheels of the Monterey Peninsula, Junior Achievement of Silicon Valley and Monterey Bay and Watsonville Rotary.  
The Heart Ball is a major fundraising event for the American Heart Association in Central Valley. It brings together local business and medical communities, professionals and philanthropists in the mission to build healthier lives free of cardiovascular diseases and stroke. This year’s event will feature silent and live auctions, entertainment and dancing.
For information about the 19th Annual Central Valley Heart Ball contact Debbie Truhett, Executive Director, at (559) 435-5246. 
###
About the American Heart Association

Founded in 1924, we’re the nation’s oldest and largest voluntary health organization dedicated to building healthier lives, free of heart disease and stroke.  To help prevent, treat and defeat these diseases — America’s No. 1 and No. 3 killers — we fund cutting-edge research, conduct lifesaving public and professional educational programs, and advocate to protect public health.  To learn more or join us in helping all Americans live longer, healthier lives, call 1-800-AHA-USA1 or visit americanheart.org.

